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The Hohenfels Training Area (HTA) is located in the
county of Neumarkt, former Landkries County of Parsberg
of the Upper Palatinate Administrative District of the Free-
State of Bavaria. Covering 40,000 acres or 63 square
miles. The training area lies in the Falkenalb, which is part
of the Jura range that stretches from Switzerland to
Bayreuth. Formed during the last ice age the terrain
consists of a series of low ridges, twisting valleys,
meadows, woods, and some flatland. Its natural boundary
to the north is the Hirschwald and Lauterach river; in the
east the valley of the Vils River, with Velburg on the West
and Hohenfels at the south border.

TRAIN TO WIN! UNCLASSIFIED AUG 08



b N UNCLASSIFIED
)

W7

&

Hohenfels

clevation

Typical of the training area are the dolomite outcroppings, which rise above the
limestone plains and deep-cut valleys revealing evidence of a pre-historic coral reef
by the shell fossils found in the area. The waterless valleys of the training area,
today, stretch for miles and are surrounded by cliffs up to 75 feet high. Better that
40% of the training area is covered with woods consisting mostly of pine, fir, and
breech trees. The vegetation in the area is typical of the Jura. A wide variety of
wildlife can be observed on the training area and some are found in no other place
in Germany. These conditions explain the sparse population of the area.
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Humans lived in the area since the last glacial period (circa 10,000 B.C.). Most of
the valleys were flooded in these days, filled with swamps and torrent creeks after
heavy rainfall or thaw; the men lived in caves on top of many hills finding their
livelihood from fish and game, both big and small. They hunted fearlessly the
brown bear, the timber wolf, the Aurochs (a buffalo type animal), and the elk, in
vast primeval forests. The first traces of human settlers found in the region of the
Hohenfels Training Area have been found to go back to the Neolithic Age (circa
3,500 B.C). Those people seem to have lived in caves as well, which abound in
the Jura Mountains. :
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and environmental awareness is key to all training in order to preserve
The real-estate.
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